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EEE His. Sermon (thus made vp 
ul with mine owne and others 
q| aotes) Inow fabmicts Au- 
| thoritic and Cenſure-;-: for 
RITES (ybftancc, I yeeld here is no 
morethan what was delinered ; whether 
no lefle, I haue not now to fay; for circum. 
 Nance(T 91 Alepation) Iacknovw- 
ledge it ſeaſonable. 7 hetimes ſhall cuer be 
cleared by praier whenſecuer they looke 
ſadly vpon vs.Qur Brethuen abroad cry ſtill 
inthe Churches werds; The harueſt © paſt, *r4.10- 
and the Summers ended and mee are not holpen; 
and we (me thinkes) ſhould adde with Te- 
remie,ver(.2.1..' I am fore rvexed ſor the hurt of 
the daughter of my people, 1 am beauy, aſtoniſh- 
ment bath taken me; Is there no balme at Gilead, 
ec. Athomehowloecuer the Lord hath 
| beene gracious tovsinthe ſcarcirie,yet wee 
Az may 


y” | T * (-} 
We; The Epiſtie 


.mayin-moſtplaces; rake yp. the, Praphets: 


A 2:0.) words in another {enſe; Ir.cbe' feede yer 


Pſal.65.9, 
10,11. 


m the Barne ?- as- yet the Trees baue not. beene 


delinered of their burthes, Looke into the- 
65. P/alme, and. thou (halt finde, that: 
it is the Lord that findes both ground: 
and cede, thar giues both. growth. and 


ripening tothe Corne; antirherefore wee 
1hould: wait yporr himwvith our preſents 


of praiſe:and' prayer. This were enough 


-tq makevs;pray,burthisistheleaſt of ma- 


Ny motitics, for, Readeychou ſeeſt-thetimes, 


the World is: now allcareand tongue, the 


 Demonal { 4, 
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molt gzuen withthe: 4rhexiaus to-lileelfe 
than to. heareandteltnevves, -:{vncertainie 


-newes, the 'Aurhour of alllies; as his Maie- 


tic. hath told vs):thereſt are willing allo. 
'ro heare, and to'heare/ Gods/Fruch, not Bas, 


Yr”. Ral. 
pref _ 


bles,and thercin they doe butas Saint Tawes 
would haue them,;{o-as theywould adde 
doing, to. heating as hee-commanis; Brit 
alas, whilſt we onely profeſſeanddiſcourſe 
of Religion, we driuethepradtice of Rt e- 
11gjou out of the world, as one too jnſtly 


complaines. | Itis lamentablero- conſider 


the little vie that is-made!of Gods Ordi- 


Nances. 


; Tothe Reader. 


/ nancesin moſtplacesz Preachers too ofteh' 
. lcrembleto fpeake' it) bee vſedlike polt- 


horſes,ſpurd on:ill they be ſpent, & thena. - 


. !reſhvis called for, inthe meane the world 
Airsſtifl andthinkes tobe ſaue#forhearing., 
| Reader, mourne for this, weepe forthis, for 


this boads aTudgemeat, the Lord will rec- 


{kan forthe blood of his Prophets ſpent as 


well as{hed.' To theſereafons itwill not be 
hard for thee toadde more; looke within. 


thee, and round -abourthee; and ſo Rirrevp 


thy ſelfe to: thisexercife' of Prayer, 41ex-= 
erciſe: (Icanaſſarethee)) of vnſpeakeable 
ſtrengthand comfort; an exerciſe without 
whichchou canſt nor-liue; and by which 


thou maiſtliuein themouth of dearh; Be: 


leeucit, wert thou'in an eſtate more de- 
ſpetate thandeath; 1n 4 place-worſe than 
hell -yer-if there-thou-coaldeſt pray trulx;, ." 
thou ſhouldeſt {inde comfortand ſtrength 
beyond bope, ſor Prayer-is betterthan our 
hopes; and yet God 1s better :ro'vs than our 
prayer. Firſt, forthatwhich is publique, fol- 
low him who wasno time-ſeruer, make 
noiſmall account of publique pr:yers, Se- 
eondly for priuate,pauſe beforethou ſpeak, 
cOngry FT Gs Os 


M. Gr. 


gether of faſhion, who ſee their infirmity 


| The Epiftt 
remember who ſpake i ; if amanwould 
not dcliuer an Oration toaPrinceex zenpo- 
reand ſuddenly, itwill notbecomevs too. 
pen our mouthes raſhly before our Maker ; 
ſecondly, keepe touch with God 4. firlt; for 
extraordinary and incidentall occaſions, be 
ſure to keepe thy ſelfe in ſuch a ſtate and 
condition of ſoule, as thateuer thou canſt 


recolle&thy elſe, and call inall che powers 


of thy ſoule for this bulinefle ypon a ſhort 
waraing ; ſecondly, for ordinary times, ſo 
neere as may bce, faile not -of thine houre. 
When the Clock Rrikes,the Scholler runnes 
to his bookezthou muſt to God,leauingall, 
there tender thy ſelfe (though not alwayes 
alike fit) and ſo be in the way and place of 
preferment; ifwords will noteome, ſigh, 


God heares the fighing of bis priſoners ; if thou 


canſt not figh,breathe,God hath an carefor 
that, Lam3.56. Howecuer, there bee, there 
ſtand,andthe child that ftands before his fa . 
ther,and appears in his place at ſupper-time 
with his _-- in his hand, Gln with 
his countenance, and ſpeedes accordingly; 
he was wiſe who ſaid, They pray not alts- 

Lo. in 


, 


Tothe Reader, 
in prayiag,and are griened for it ; theworſt 
wy renal. Eu our Owne ſenfe 
Imeane) cuer beft, and then wee 
udrory pity, when vwee ariſe moſt 
- Fhirdly,vehemthouhaſt prayed, doe nor 
as childten, whonener looke after their ar. 
r9W,; butas Daviel, cap.9.8. take notice af 
thine. enlargements inprayer, and of thy 
lucceſlc after, / write downetime and place 
as the Prophet dath, and fo helpe thy ſeife 
in future times by former experiments. 1 
ſce thisPorch-growes wide, and therefore 


 Lwillconclude.Ifthou be acquainted with 


rayer, thou knovvelt there is more in it 
than can beecxprefſed; ifchou- bee nocac- 
ined, grow acquainted, and thou ſhale 

} As > crue. Ifchouwanteſt further mo- 
tines, and directions, F commend { inthis 
haſte)to thee, who art but apoore Engliſh 
private man; Firſt, forthe promiſes ales. 
of the heart multchevy before prayer) the 
Treatiſe of ſaith. Secondly, for merjues, the 
Epifile to the key of Heauen, Thirdly, for caſes 
of Conſcience, and directions after prayer, 


2.Treatiſes on Epb.6.vizgThe ſpiritual Armour, = 


and 


\ 


\ 


The Epiſtle 
m2d now after directions and exhortations; 
what remaines bur praQtice® inſtead 6f 0! 
thers pratling & cnterdealing)in State-btiſt- 
neſſe;doe thou pray, pray forthy Sores - 
for his ſeed, forthe Churches, forthy ſel 
for thy charge, and'vſc no-more words a- 
g2inſt mens {1ns,thanthou wilt makepray- 
ers for their ſoules. in ſecret; -if- thou wilt 
haye comfort inthywords: Thus tttuch of 


this : Novy #eaderto'thee; if rhele *plaine | 


notes paſſethe Preſſe, know:that I neither 
did incend; cheir-publiſhing before TI Prea.. 


ched ther; nor'icar intend* norvvichſtin. 


ding their refining ſince; Ifthe world may 
Cuack by them, orbyanything 1 can 


doc,T haue cnough,onlyIdefiremercit and” 
equity from my friends: thoſe” 'notes 'of 


mine which they haue,I will myſelfe (after 
my publike Miniſteric)now ſhorty reviſe, 
let ho-man. doe ſoill an office asto thruſt 
out ether mensnotes without their prinj- 


ty,eſpecially his who can doe nothing vor. 
wa. 1 IIS Rr 


Age: 
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ACTS 12,6,7. 


And when Herodwould haucbrought bim forth, the 
ſame night Peter was ſleeping betweene two ſouldiers, 
bound with twe chaines'; and the Keepers before the 
doowe, kept the priſon. 

[che Ang ellefthe Lord came vpon him, and 
. alight in theg priſan : and he ſmote Peter oy 
de, and raiſed him vp, ſaying 3 5 Vp quickly. : 

eg his je fell off from 7-5 onb a4 | 


*FJERE is a tory Mo 
2.Impriſonment. '2En- 
la ment: with thecauſe 

the one,and meanesof 
| the other. Herod having 
| vexed ſome, {laine a ſe- 
cond, now commits 
2% || the third ; and all this to 
EELARETINA | gratifie the lewes. Peter 
thus commitred,is bailed by the Church.or rather 
none TnIyEg by petition : they pray needy 


2 


for him, inthe, vecſe, and they-ſpeed as happily, 
whileſt they are praying,God wes inthe priſoner s 


amongſ: them. The'manner of his delivery is here 
reported and that was'very ſtrange,beyond Herods 


purpoſe, the priſoners expeRation, the Keepers . 


meaning, all mens hopes : Hered held his purpoſe 


he had begun, and the next morning hee meant an 


end of hint, Peter had made his conclufion;tomor- 
row (thinks he) (for meſſages = betweene him 
andthe Church, which ſpent this. night in prayer 
for him,and therefore knew the danger) I muſt be 
putto it, therefore ] will ſtrengthen my ſelfe to 
night : The Keepers ſtood vpon their guard; and 
reſolved that no Peter ſhould paſſethem: yet is Pe- 
ter delivered z and how'I pray you 2 God:remoues 
all impedimears, for nothing was in-ceadineſſe. 
Firſt, for man, entrance was chere none, there. 
fore God fends an Angellandthere was no ſtop a- 


gamft him, . 


Next,inthedarke it was hard to find which was . 
which;God dire&s an Angeltohim,and he comes - 


ypon him, and miſſes not the man, though bound 
to the ſame chaine with two others,as in itrit im- 
priſonments they vied todoe. 

Third]y,they were in the darke,and that was il! 
fornoyſe;, The Angelibrings his darke lanthorne 
-with him, and /hjnes to Peter and none elſe. 

Fourthly ,the priſoner can doe little for himſelfe ; 
he is aſleepe, the Angell wakes him; hee is /aid, the 
Angell raiſes him : heis amazed, the Angell direfts 


him z' hers bound, the Angell waries him ; hee 
knowes not where bt is, the AngeP gnider.him ; hee 
is. 
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Peters Enlargomanie 8 
hic « him. thorow, hem Ally. ghd ſo Gi : 


-Wewillvſeno morewords about a plaine Sto» 
ry, but acquaint you with our meditations : they 
containe the ſucceſſc of the Churches prayers ; they 
prayed for Peter the Angellthereupon is ſent to Pe. 


ter: where ſee, 1, How the Angell finds him : 2, How 


the Angell deiiners bim. | 
.For the firſt, | hee finds him ſleeping, in the midſt 
of feares and foes + From whence was this ſleepe? 


' was it worldly ſorrow thatcauſed it, or was iz car- 


nall ſecurity > | | 

. Anſ. In doubcfull Giogs, charicy ſuppoſes the 
beſt, ſo ſhould wee: worldly forrow.cauſes fleepe, 
but how > whenit is not extreme, and that ſleepe 
is ioyned with ſtarting ; .carnall ſecuriry will cauſe 
ſleep: but why ſhould we charge Peter with that ar 
this time > his came from a better cauſe, he 
was at peace with God,he had theChurches pray- 


ers for him, the cauſe for bim, his conſcience for 


him, God and his Angels.for him ; hee eould dyc 
but once,, and for one death hee was prepared: 
hence his boldnefle before, Chapters 4.& 5. hence 
his confidence, here he reſolued with David, 1will 
lay mee downe and ſieepe, and withall, God gaue reſt 
to his beloued,as it 1s in the X/a/mes,reſt more than 
ordinary to his minde,to his body x hence the An- 

ell can hardly awake him, and being awaked, he 
is not terrified as a guilty perſon would haue-been 
in this caſe ; Doe then bunt conſider, 1. The man. 
2, His behauiour in ER FARS: 3- The time and 

| f2 


Cir- 


DoF. nr. 


Eſay 55. 


Jam;y. - 


circumſtances.4.” The exerciſes of the Church for | 
him. 5.The mefſenger; and meſſage ſear rofrim, . 


6. The manner of his behauiour when' he is awa- 
ked;and yout will ſee that his fleepe grew tiortrom 


diftemper,bur from ſtength/of faith and comfort, . 


(Now to the points,» 


Where firſt, trom theorder; ſee rhe powerof : 


ioynr prayers ; they bearedowheall before them, 
aud preuai!e in heauen and earth; as theWord that 
comes from heauen, proſpers 1n the thing whece- 


 untoitis ſent : ſo the word that goes toheauen,. 
the prayers of the Church,ftrike vp to-God, there - 


they lyeat his gates, and neuer will away withour 
theirerrand;an4 when theyare anſwered, rhen they 


come downe with. authority,” and” raigne' over all. 
impediments below; Witneſſe this Story : Peter is - 
committed, the perſecurers are reſolute, the foes - 


many, the friends few; meanes none but God, to 


God the Church goes; the enemies plot, the - 


Church prayes ; they ſhut the priſon doores, the 


Church opens heauens doorcs; fo there's old tug. | 


ging for the priſoner, but the Chureh winnes him. 


God, to let zhem ſee whar prayersbe, ſends him - 


to them while they are praying ; there, ſaith God, 
(if you will take no deniall)there he- is; thereby 
pointing vstothe meanes of his deltuerance : 'we 


ncede not many words for proofe of this : 7ames 

fairh , The prayer of one righteous man prenailes much . 

it ofone,what of cwenty?what of an hundred ? and 

he inſtavces'in Elzah, ' Hee alone could open and ſhut © 

rs ; then well'may many = andhut priſons - 
rne 


carth : nay,adde further, 


toynt prayers of / 


TS A 


Peters Enlargement. x . 
vhbeleeuers and hypocrites have done much;when 
hearhcorlhN;muie falted and prayed, God heard ; 1onab 3. 
when falſeReboborw humbled himfelfeand his peo. 
ple,God was intreated 5 how much more ſhal] the 
fairhfull prayersottheCharch preuaile?preuaile([ 
ſay) both tor the preventing and remHnuing cuils, 
and ovtaining and keeping of good things : Whar 
ſhall weinſtancethe lite of ſa, lehoſaphat, Heze- 
kiah>when was it otherwiſe? when did the Church 
of God cuer toyne ina common petition to God, 
but rhey ſped ? no inſtance to the contrary, > 

No maruell, this exerciſeis well groundedand Rev/. x; 
warranted, it haththe warrant of a precept : 1,Pray Tames 5+ 
for one another :. call vpon me. | 
2. The warrantofa promiſe,? will de/zver thee, Pial$0.' 
3. The warrant of experience, neuer any yer v- 
{ed it, but they prevailed, | | 
- Prayers are prefenrs very welcome to God, hee Reaſ- 2. 
prefers themro all ſacrifices,being immediat wor. 
thips of his Maiefty ; Let me heare thy voyce,it is 
pleaſant:No father loues the voice of his children, 
like as Godloues the voice of his Church; *Ti bis 
muſicke and perfume, Ren-558, | 
3. The parties are very deare who tender them ; Reef: 3+ 
God loves his Church abouveallcrearures,he gaue 
his Sonne for her, and therefore her ſutes ſhall 
haue acceptance : Zet me fee thy face, it's comely. E- ” 
fher never pleaſed A4haſneroſh to wel,asthe Church 
pleaſeth Chriſt, | 
4+ The parties from and through whom they x.,;, 4.: 
are = ſented, pleaſe : they are indired and abber- | 
red by the holy Ghoſt, Row8, tendred by Chriſt Row, *- = 
| = leſus, - 


2 Chio.125* 


t 


} 


Cant.1. 14: 


w- «h 


ant,t-14- | 


D/e 1. 


6 Peters Erilargement, © 
leſus, and ſhall theſe be denyed > Adde tg this, - 
$. Theparty ro whom they aredircaed ao God; 


whois all truth, mercy, grace, wiſedome, power, - 


and ſhall not theſe preuaile 2. Prayers ſet God on 
worke, and all in God, his wiſedome, his power, 
his Angels,and what then can hinder ? 

Looke backward, and. call to minde your finne 


this day,ſfee, many a Peter hath beene in priſon,and 


prayers were not made by the -Church , many a 
member ſicke, and prayes were.not made bythe 
Elders; yea,many a Church diſtreſſed, Bohemia af- 


flicted, the Pa/atinete and Y altolize diſtrefled, yer 
wedid not pray ; the enemy could curſe, but wee 


did not pray . and therefore how iuſtly might God 


 diſtrefle and leauo vs deſtitute of his helpe;and the 


Churchesprayers ? 

2. Looke forward, and preſerueand improue 
this your intereſt in God,let no Peter, no Preacher, 
no Chriftian, no ncighbour lye in the chaines by 
you,(whether in the chaines of ſicknefle,or pouer- 
ty, or debt, or paine, or {inne, or temptation) bue 
doe you repriue him:you have a key that will open 
any locke, a medicine that will heale any wound,a 
weapon that will preuaile in any place ; draw this 


weapon, vſe this medicine : if rnenbeeſicke, pray 


them whole; ifpoore, pray them rich, iffad,pray 


them merry. 


But 1s this -ſo.cafily done 2 yes verily by the 
whole Churchgas it is for the outward eſtate when 
one 1s very peore, it is hard for two or three to ſet 


'him vp againe; but nothing fora thouſand; and 


when one is in apit, it is much for one, but not for 


- 
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Peters Enlargement = oF 
tiany to pull himout: ſee here,ir is long of vs that 
men lye ſo long vnder their burthens : would wee 
ioyntly commend them roGad, our praters would 
take, mens chaines would off, true ſpiritual chains, 
Why, if fo, were it not worth the while > VVhat, 06-2.” 
may we eaſe our brethren ottemprtarions, of patſi- 
ons, of luſts, and will we not->-But for outward! A». 
croſſes, ſaith nor Saint 1ames, let the prayers of the 
Church healethe ſicke ? Saith notthe Story, che 
prayersof the Church procured Pereys liberty? Bur 0443. 
ſay they be not alwayesdelivered;yer it is good to 27; . 
get the croſſes mitigated, ſanRified,ſweetned,and 
omething will De done if we pray ; Doe this then 
or nothing, r—_ you will excuſe other negli. 
gences : you would vifit your ſickeneighbour, bur 
you queſtion -hisdifeaſe.; your welcome ; - you 
would releeue your poore-neighbours, but you 
haueit not ; why there is no Chriftian man bur he 
hath an intereſt in God; afpiric of prayer ; lifr vp 2 
prayer forthy brethren; ifthou canſt Joe nothing 
ele, and this will doe thee and him good : prayer - 
in this caſe for others, i; a clecrer euidence. of. 
grace, thanfor our ſclues; , 5. 

Here is comfort and encouragement; comfort 
for our ſelues, if members ofthe Chinrch, if wee - 
bleed with her, if wee pray for her, if we ſay, 1/ 7 
- forget thee, O Ieruſatens, they let my right hand forget 
ber canning : the comfart is great ; wee haue that 
which Saint Paul thirſted for, the prayers ot rhe 
Church; And this is a priuilege worth ren wortds, 
and. a comfort beyond all apprehenſion; when a 
man lookes round about him and can ſay, there is 

atTOWNe;., 


Obie, 


F: Peters Enlargement. 


a towne, I haue ſome prayers there, there is ano- | 


ther,l haue ſtocke going there,nay,in cuery Shire, 
euery Nation, ſome that be enlarged when Iam 
barren, ſome quickned when Iam dull, and I am 
an aduenturer in the Churches ſhip,I have a ſocke 
in her treaſure, and an intereft _ rayers; this 
keeper headaboue water, and pre from 

inking. 7 
4. For encouragement,to pray for the Church: 
would Gods people enter intoa holy. league, and 


tye themſelues in their ſeuerall cloſets, re ſpend {o 


much time weekely, ordaily in prayer, for ſome 
particular perſon, orplace, Church or Nation ;T 


.wonder how they ſhould miſſe, Tell me where cuec 
the Churches ioynt prayers dideuer mil. carry, of - 


proue abortiue ; in what place, in what caſe, for 


what people? Prayers haue beene made for men out 


of the Church, and haue ſped, witnefle Nenixic, tor 
.meninthe Church (good men, bad men) and haye 
ſped;prayers haue beene made by Land, and haue 
preuailed ; on the Seas by /ox4h, and haue ſped, 
they haue prevailed vnder the earth, in dens, and 
dungeons,and caues; prayers haue beene made for 
ſicke men,and hauc holpe them;for dying men,for 
poore men,for captiues,for priſoners, & haze hol- 
pen;for men againſt perſecution,againſi temptati- 
on, againſt ſorrow, againſt beaſts, againſt men z a- 
gainſtdiuels : prayers haue been omnipotecac here- 
rofore, why.not now ? & 

0b. Why now, if we were as others, Gods hand 
(we know) 15 not ſhortened, his eare not heauy;but 
our ſinnes,our crying ripe fins, hinder good things 
from vs, Arſe 


_ 


by Wa 


- Out-cry them. /- 
+06, Oh but they cry. loud, Obie, 
Aenſv..Y<ct prayer hath the ftronger voyce, the Av. 
| bloud of Chriſt ſpeakes better things than bloudy : 
{nnes,&c, Let Sodors yeeld ten holy men,and ſheetGen-18- <4 
ſhall be ſpared ; let one Eljah ſtand vp tor ftiffe- ame,7,; .; 
necked Iſraell, and one Amos plead for rebellious | 
Iudah,and God will ſhew mercy. | 
.0b, Truc indeed, if we had ſuch as they,burt our 94; 
praycrsare weake and faint, | 
Anſ. 1, They-were men ſubic& tolike paſſions, eA#ſw. 
2. The prayer of 'the righteous is prevailing, 7 516,17" 
3. Theſe herementioned were new.conucrts, yet 
prevailed with God for Peter. | 
06. Oh but here the whole Church ioyned:ifall gy. 
I;rael might meet from. Day to. Beerſhebs, there 
might be ſome hope, >; 
Anſ. We may,anddoemore than theſc might; , . 
1. We may meet io publike aſſemblies euery Sab. y- 
bath :2.Theſe were but few that liued in the dark, | 
and met in the night, .and in Heſfters time in their 
feuerall families, and the' whole State was then a- 
ain the truth, and againſtthe Scriprures,and all 
Reli ion was diſgraced, yet then they preuailed, 
much more we now. | | 
06.. But now it-iscoolate, many Churches a- 0be#, 
-broad bequire ſcattered, many men at home haue 
their backes and hearts quite broken, with wants, 
temptations, diſcouragements. 
Anſ. Whileſt AAA in his word it is _ Anſe, 
_— 


10* Peters Enlargement. 
Ime,God is vſced to fee men ſinkitig before hee ſets 
in; their extremity is his opporrinity-: when Perer” 
is within onenight of the ſword, then'is his time, 
bica. © 0b. But I have waited,and ſoeno ſuecefle. 
— fuſw, Anſ; So aid the Charch, theypray* for Peter 
* — this wecke, thenext, andthenext, the dooresbee- 
Rill ſhut, che chains be ſtill on;well,now they have 
but one —_ more to wait,they wait thar; but ere } 
Ges,z2: morning all is wonne.[f then wehaue but one day, 
| one night, one houreto ſpend ; hope, pray, wair, 
that day, that night, that houre, God will be ſcene 
in the Mount: deliverance ſhall come, if prayergo” 
onthe errand; it ener was1o, ever ſhall be fo, diſ- 
pute nor,bur beleeue:there is who prayes 8 ſpeaks 
not, and there is too that ſpeakes, who prayes nor, 
if thou wilt pray,thou muſt open thy needs toGod, 
asthyFather,through Chriſt,God:men,asthyMe- 
diatour, from God the holy Ghoſt; as the ingirer 
of thy prayers: if thou wilt pray tylieert moſt be 
p7a16618. 1-<mpticd of purpoſes of fine : 2, broken: 3, pur- | 
ed _ —_ _ ; which faith muſt then , Þ 
Pſal.35.7. worke £ before thow beginneſt;fay with Dauid;, 1 
And the 56-9 ee call; awd God will anſwerme er whenthou haſt 
done, conclude, I have ſpoken, and ſhal{ in due - jo 
timeand mannerde anſwered; thus doe, andbee- 
ſare that thou neither beginnenor end alawfy! pe- 
| tition (of ſuch onely we ſpeake) b&ere thou art a-- 
/ ware, let faith enterthy ſure,and end, & ſubſcribe- 
_ 1t, and thou preuaileR. - 
Now to particulars. 
How finds the Angell Peter ? Sure he cannot ſleepe 
this night,being vpon his life tomorrow and in all 
| Ez like-- 


- EI "m1 > ”_ 


Me” SES 3 


5 


uer, not ſure of lite one day toan end, butlike e- 
nough tobe ſent for atan hoeres warning; as 1obu 
Baptiſts head was. Notwithitanding all this, Peter 
{lecpsas ſoundly as euer in his life, and wakes with- 
outterror 3 whence was this 2? ffom corruption 2 
no; from naturall courage ? no ; when Peter was 
younger, and therefore naturally bolder, he wasa 
diſtard :whence then?conſider the reaſons before, 
and it will be found,thar it was from ſpeciall com- 
fort and confidence in God ; which comfort moſt 
attends priſons and perſecutions - here ſee the 
ſtrength of ſpiriruall peace and comforc. 

The Lord hath comforts for his children, that, 
will quiet and ſupport them in any feares and 
ſtraits 1 his conſolations will make a man ſleepe 
without'a bed live almoſt without a ſoule : They 
will makeone bold in danger, quiet in'trouble, 


Peters Gulargement; or 
likeliho6d knowing of it by the Chutch ; howſoe- 


DoXt:2. 


live in the iawes of death - Theioy of theLord 'is ug - 


firong, faith Nehemiah ſtrong indeed,that will car- 
rya man ouer all : Peter had a'ftrong heart,tharcan 
thus ſleep, thus wake, that can looke vpon Chains, 
ypon Prifons,vpon Tyrants, vpon Torments, vp- 
on Angels; (yood and bad) and never breake his 

ec the matter, Pauls ioyes were ſtrong, that 
made him fin2 4 the focks: Davids faith ſirong,thar 


_ madchimiay, 1 will/he downe and ſieepe, 1-will not 


feare though ten thouſand riſe v4 againſt mee : thoſe 


AQs 16. 


Pal. ;. 


were firong and ſtrange ioyesthat ſupportedDavid plal34.s 


in all his feares, and made him ſay, 1» the multitude 


of my thoughts, thy comforts glad my ſaule ; thoſe 
ſtrong that triumphed ouer rackings, mockings, 


C2 ſcour- 
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5, a <a Peters Enlargement. 
ſcourgings,&c. #5 intheeleucath to the Hebrewes:* 
| @ Whenes weft. Bat whence comes their firengeh 2 
theſecomforts | Becauſe they beGods1a es,the loyes of rhe Spi- 
Rea/e I wit, derived immediatly from the, fountaine z aud 
things be pureſt and ſtrongeſt there... 
2, Becauſe ſpirizuall;for as ſpirits are moreaciue, - 
. and powerfull than bodics,ſo ſpiritual things chan 
bodily and naturall. . tags bit i 
3. Theſe ioyes are moſt certaine and durable; 
' theſe ouercome and out-liuve all crofles, and all o- 
ther comforts. | - 58 26 
4. They are all-ſufficient, and-borrow nohelpe. - 
froiffcreatures: Nature and Artworke withinſtrus 
ments, and by meanes; they cannot ſupport with- 
out meat, ſtrengthen without {leepe,  giue flcepe 
| 0 þ ate _ o) without warmth, nag warmth without abed, &c, 
48 46 


But God can, beyond. means,withourt means,work 
_ comfort, make ane ſee in thedarke,liucia death. - 
| QUWhat. Queſt. Butwhatbe theſe comforts of God -  - 
&n/:1-:  Apſ. Precibus promites, applyedby God in due 
ſeaſon, and brought home tothe heart, which re- 
uiue the ſpirits more than any balm;and theſe pro. 
miſes come thicke ypou Pezer now... Hee thinketh, 
hathnot God ſaid, that the ſiehing af priſoncrs comes 
20 him > that he bottles wp all our teares 2 that we ſhowld 
caſt our care vpon him,and he will care for vs? that im 
fix and ſeurn troubles, they ſhall not come neere mee ? 
.  ". thatin fire and water bewill be with mce2 and did not 
LI hearemy Sauiour ſay, Bleſſed ere they that are per- 
fecuted far righteoaſneſſe ſake ? reade not I how Das 
. © widſaid, 1willlye downe and ſicepe { and: therefore L 
will doe ſo too... _. 


we 
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ute 13 
- 2;5trengthening graces,God powrcs the ſpirit of 
faith,paticnce,power,courage, into his,in duerimey 
and they raiſe the heart,as wine the fainting ſpiritsz-- 
euery ſaving grace is acog2s ſkrengthening, 

3-- Hourely experience of Gods care and proui- 
dence; and a childe neuer fees the love of his mo» 
ther ſo much -as when-hee is licke ; ſo Gods chil- 
dren; &c, 

Now that makes them plucke vp their feet with - 
Iacob, and ſay with Paul, I know whom 1 haue rrnſteds 
and. with the Church, Thow wilt guide vs to death ; + 
and:after-(as Pawidaddes) receine to glory... 

4. Speciall peace of conſcienceand ioy of the 
holy Ghoſt, by new expreſſons of Gods fauour, 


. and rauiſhments of- heauen : then God opens hea 


uen, andthey fee their like and crowne; and foare 
carried ouer all.: -- | | 


2ueſt, When doth God thus comfort his? 3-Q. When: © 


. Anſ. When they moſt need it, as thenthe mothes 
brings out her preſerues, when'the childe isſicke : 
firſt, when they bee moſt humbled and empty. of 
themſelues ; therefore after greateſt humiliation - 
comegreateſt confolations, as Dama, abraham; 
and others euer found; zac 121 | 

2. But ſpecially inthe day of triall and perſecu. 
tion, the more the Diucll beftirres him, the more 
God beſtirs him:thus the ſweeteſt nights that cuer: 


1acob ſpent were inthe field; and ſofor Peer; and Gen.18.a:4 ' 


when had David thoſe large affeftions to riſe art } 
midnight, when was the Word ſo ſweet, but when 
his troubles were bitter ? 


The. Y(&.is dauble,1.Get theſe comforts , weget Fe, -- 
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a4 vite ready againſt quatms; Bezoar-ſtone,and 
Sadins ag hats cordials that helpe all 
is the holy Ghoſt,the Comforter; Art is blind and 
often poſed; Nature weake,and often foiled; (like 
a bow that muſt not bedrawne beyond compaſle) 
only grace and ſpirituall comfort is inuincible: gee 
this,and you mayleepe in adungeon, live in fe 
darke, want all,and yet haue all ; want theſe, and a 
flea may breake your ſkepe, and a hand-writing 
daſh your mirth in the midſt ofall friends, 

2. Lerſuchas have ſpirituall hearts/ thus affe. 
Ged,flay themlelues here; fearenor pouctry there 
be comforts beyond the paine of famine; fexre nor 
ſickneſſe, there be comforts beyond all fitsof fick- 
neſſe : feare not death, feate-notchaines, feare nor 
any thing that you-can or ſhall ſuffer”; Not any 
thing ; Why, a manis ſubie@ to racking, to bur- 
ning, 8c. yet feare not, and why * the Lord hach 
comfort in all,and aboue all tribulations. When he 


cals a $441 toactowne;he makes him'anorther man: 


ſo when he cals a man toa chaine,/ Peter is fiot the 
man in priſon, he was out ofpriſon ; at the firſt he 
was fearefull of a wenches word, after he was wil- 
ling, yet fleſh hung backe, 70h thelaſt Chapter, 
Verſe 18.But when put vpon it,heare his voice;ſec 
his face ;he can be as quiet, as comfortable,as well 
in pr i{on asS CET, ; 

0b. Oh but finde my ſelfe afraid of words, 

Anſ. So was Peter at firſt. | 

0b, Ohbur, ſaith our Sauiour, beware of men, 

4ſ. No man ſo malicious as God is mercifyll, 


| fo perillousas God is pitrifulLOh bur fay weliued 


where 


Peters Enlarver 15: 
where we ſhouldlye in cold irons; in the darke He - 
halfe pined, ſtarued ; who 'can'bearctheſe?t” perer- 
can, any can, when God cals them'to RT 
O but ſay we were put tothe fiery triall, fames 
are intolerable and mercilefſe,Oh bur flamesare in. 
Gods hands, Daniclz. Chaprer: "Againe, Martyrs 
haue had more comfort there,than'in all rheir lives 
before, Oh but ſome of rhern have cried our of 
paines ! And doe not men ſo who dye in their beds 
to0? but God hath borne them chrough theſe ;and 
made them amends. EL 9 
O get then inward firength, and that will ouer- . 
come all feares, all rorments ; conclude wee with 
thatgood Martyt,' Tf Godcalleuer'any of his co 
any ſuch ſufferings, -hee will either weaken the 
flame, or firengthen their faith ; he hath promiſed 
(that, which let vs liveand dye in; to wit) that he 
will not tempt beyond ſtrength : {nd hees able to 2 Cor. 10, | 
the exceeding abundantly about at that ipee canfpeake or 
- Aſſure yourſelues; the fenee: of perſecution is 
More hho perſocarion it ſelfe ; Hebſogs I ſpeake fAemre 
to your feares; for there! is none/ Utarough Gods 
mercy/)with vs, Tam ſure; tobeefelt ({thinke) ro 
 befeared, -- bs 
» The ſame night,o4c+ That the Lord doth often nog. z.: 
Rod his people long in faſpence, for thoſe things 
whick he meanies te giue them; hee is: to out ſee- 
ming ſlow, but ſure; ſure, bur ſlow : thus hee was 
as'g00d as his word to Abraham, hee gaue hign a 
ſonne, but hee held him offto the laſt houre ; hee 
kept touch with his poſterity,brought them out of 
| Egypt, 


$ 


\-Eſal 105-15. 
.. Dans 9. 
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16 Peters 


Egypt, but lie deferred it till the laſt day; his bodid 
was almoſt forfeited, yet he payd-irbefore the Sun 
ſer, Exed.12.17.41. Thus 4 to was long inpri- 
ſon, yet at the appointed time brought forth ; and 
I{racl long incaptiuity,prayers were made,and yet 
Danielcould beare. noanſwer till night was vpon 
him , 1«cob wreſtlestill day,8c. ſo allo the woman 
of Canaan, Aatrh.15,and the Church here': inall 
which places we ſee, that God-is mindefull of his 
day.-2.. That heedeferres ſamerime till the laſt 
houre be running. 1 

[The reaſon of this delay is manifold. 1. God 
wauld turne our eyes backward, and make vs ſay, 
O iris inſt God ſhould deferrerme: I haue deferred 
him zhe called and I would nor heare;z prayed me 


- againe,againe,and againe,and I would notanſ{wer; 


therefore it isequall Iſhould calland cry, and nor 
-beheard, F 4 11 
2, God hereby would ſharpen-our prayers for 
 thepreſent ; therefore he ſecmes deafe, becauſe we 
ſhould ſpeake out; therefore-flow, becauſe wee 
ſhould beearneſt, Thus Daxel interprets it : God 
deferres him, tbat.is-(ſaith he) but torry me,ther- 
fore he ſpits vpon his hands and takes better hold ; 
O Lord forgiue, ſaith he, O Lor4heare, O Lord 0. 
pen, and powres ſo many petitions and arguments 
ypon God,that there is no refiſtance, Thus 7acoh, 
hee ſees the day comming vpon him, and he 
madce nothing of itall night,and therefore now he 


_ Jers toit,Goe/1aith he, 1 will not let thee goe without 4 


hlefiing, | 
.3. Hereby hee prepares vs for the future recei- 
Co 2 0 


- ning of hiscomforts; thus he humbles vs, thus hee 
ealargeth vs,chus firsvs-for thaykfulnefſe, the more 
bleſkngs coft vs,the better wewill priſe them, and 


-pratfe God:fer them:addero'this,that theſe repul- 1, 
{es driue vs tofurther ſearches, as the Iraclitesat ludgao. 


Ai, and Gibeah, 

Doclithe Lord thus long deferre ſometime his 
intended comforts. and anſwers > Let vs know the 
courſes of his prouidence,and wayt vpon him : be. 
hold the husbandman wayts z when he hath ſowne 
his ſeed, he doth nor looke to reape and ſow all in 
a day, his Corneis firſt buried, yea,it dyes; yea, it 
growes downeward, before it comes vpward, and 
when-it is vp, receives many 8 ſnib and checke, yet 
he wayts ; And why 7 becauſe he hath experience: 
ſo m—_—_ ar —_ our m 5 fay 
we bury our prayers,{ay to our ſeeming they 
lay they grow noe atbedkwerd.fer all ei 
{cesneto be worſe after praier with vs than before, 
yet weyt;' why? weehaue experience of our owne 
andiothert\mens faccefle : never did men ſow this 
ogpadkey had acrop,though a late harveſt, yer 


P[tI, 


96; Oh burthavepragedexceeding lobg.” * aus, 


_ Anſ. How long ? 1ſaak prayed'twenty 


po . ares 4 EN | 
tar achild.bofore heiiped ; 4br4hem thirt /eefite JI 


heſpodz: 4brabamsipotterity were foure hundred 


ycdreslincapriuity,beforethey were deliuered;the 
Cech thirked-for Chrift;- one thouſand, two 


thaufand,xhreethouſatid yeares, before they had 
him: -tlow many houſands, hundreds, ſcore of 


yceres haſt thou waytedI---' 
"” D 0h. 


Obicet, 


18 Peters Enlargement. 

- 06, ObutThavetryed all my friends, vicd all 
meancs, prayed my ſclte, and-gor others to:ipeake 
too, and yerno helpe.;; 1 ;/21 51074 102 

4, And mightnot Peter ſay as:mtich ? not'a' 
Chriſtian m. lecuſalem, but :had ſpoken and ſpo.: 
ken.oſten, and yet he ſtickes. | 


0b, O but matters wichmeate worfeand worſe, | 
the wore I pray a2ainf} paucery,-theipoorer lam $i 


the morel praytocpatience, the. worſe. am; the 


more {pray for faith, theleſle I have; the more I | 
pray againſt paſſions and temptations, the - more: - 


they flye 1n my face.. |  - 
Anf. Is not this, as wee ſaid, that the:corne muſt 
Boe backward, before itcome forward ?-was it not 


{o with. 167aham and Sarahythe longer they prayed. . 


the elder they waxed,and fo vnfitter for iſſue 
04,.O but.my {innesgrow ſtronger by prayer. - 
Anſ. Not ſo, thou feeleft ir more than before , it 
is nor becauſe {inne is-{tronger, ;but thou ſounder, / 
Againe, theſe motions of ſinne, be not motions of: 
lite,but ſymptoms ofdeath;zas.the fowle ſtruggles, - 


and ſpruntsmoſt when the head.is off : the pangs * - 


of death be now vpon thy luſts, take comfort, 


. 06; O but now your comforts come too late, . 
the date is out for me.. . 


Anſ. Why ? hath God ſaid, prayno more, as to 
Teremy ; hath he ſtopt.thy mouth ? ſo long as God 


ſaich, pray ; ſo long as the {pirit within thee ſaith, - 


pray.; ſo long 2s Godspeople haue hearts topray, 
never ſay it istoolate to pray: if Peter be out by | 


widoight,or by day-break,it isas wellas if he had - 


beene out a moneth before, .. 


A © 


£4 
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-0b, Oburdelayesbreake theheart, 
" -Anſi) Putnoterhechd of delay $\they arc never 
-todeny of fruſtrate;burto fit;ard roqurcken:make 
-theſe vſesof delayes, andthenif thy'ſtite betnor 
honeſt,neuer begiw'ir;if it be, never leauc jt:learne 


of husbandmeh  when'tliey pull downe tree, Cr 
lifrar fbme blocke,if they cannot fiirre ir,chey call 


in helpe, if itcome notat the firſt pull;they putla- 


"gaine, if not then, ha,againe; ifnotthen, ha, once 


more; atlaſtthey feele ir comming, and then it 


comes amaine: learne of Z/44h; hee prayed for : xing,19;r2) 


-rayne; having prayed, lookes about him, nothing 
comes 3 hee praycd againe; nothing comes ; he 
-praycd againe, nothing-comes;; atlength, O Ma- 
ſter (ſaith his ſeruant) 1ſce acloud, but ir is but 
little > Is itacloud? then once more to it, and by 
and by the heauens* were masked with clouds - 
learne of: cheſe'men'; Fererſtickes in the dungeon, 
one lifts, he cannor ftirrehiny; 2ry-you ({aith he) 


_ Obictt, 


Anf. 


.toa ſceond,ro athird;'try a fourth,a fifr;ac length | 


heauen ſtirres, the chaynes ſtirre, and Peter comes 


in-amongſtthem : learne of Chriſt himſelfe zthe Luke 6. 


Widow dedltwitha Tudpge, 'nora Farther ;. abad 
Iudge,ſhewas dlone;a ſimple Orator, yer ſhe pre. 
uailes : leatne of beggers;they have ny command, 
no promiſe, no acquaintance,no Art; and yet will 


ſtand ir out + the maſter chides, the begger ſtands 


it out, the damechides, hee ſtands ill ; the ſer- 
uants come, and fay, they dare not ferue him ;- rhe 
children ſay wee muſtnor, and yer he will not a= 
way. O Lord, helpe our faith, how weakeibe wee, 
if hauing precepr, promiſe, kindred,Gods ſeruants, 

2 os Gods 


_ Peters Eula rament- 
Gods Sonne onaur ſides, we will be put oft with a- 
delay > well (as ſaid) ſo long asa.night, an houre, 


2 minuteis left,Þray ; .one--night:may compaſſc- 


that which an hundred before cquld not. 
Ic followerh, A dngel,ove, | 
DeZ4, The Lord hath euer.meancs,at hand for his fer. 
3 Percy, Vants comfort and deliverance, .if ſetomworke: 

' well might Peter ſay, The Lord-knoweth how to deli-- 
ner bis,&e, He is never ata ſtand;if they know-how 
to pray he knoweth bow to.comſort, IY 

Reaſ.1, In himſelfe he isal-fuficient,infinitein wifdome- 
Efay 4.5 tO inuent meancs; in power, to act them ; and if 
need be, to create more... | 

2, Heis the Lord of Hoaſts,the Lord of every- 


creature z if our works lye inthe Seas;hcee.is\Lord-. 
of the Seas ; ifon the Land, bee is'Loxd there ;:if 


in Priſon, he beareth the keyes ot eucry Goale , if 


heauens can help vs;he commands chem; if winds, 
if beaſts, if friends,.it ſtrangers; if foes, if - Angels, | 


che Lord hath the commend of allperfons,things, 
and places. | fy TH 
Vet; For comfort, roulethy.ſelfe ypon God, caſt thy 
Platz3.- carevponhim,hewill bring itto peſſe.;[s thy bur. 
then pouerty 2caſt itvypon him,and hee will helpe 
it; is it try eG <a itbe, hee 
Fl can beare it,and diſcharge thee. ? 
- cover Oh but Iſee.nomeates, I owe ſo much, ſo ma- 
me depth of ny in my family,andno meanes. 
| * This isas ifthey ſhould haue ſaid, If we had a - 
friend in the Court; to moue Hered ifa friend in 
the Watch, to bribc him; it inthe Priſon, to fee 


him; then ſomething might be done,but now all 
Oe DE ROE ; mont« 


"And why 
He; A wlinen | 


&. 
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faile, SIG Rub meanes bejany 
Gol Tho nf figrap 1 pay thenw owesdebr, 
fs body | Par Ne da the Ra. 2 Kings. 
2 hams oe weak ofmeuce? al mean; 
ar y pil 61ette; 997i) 
kat pc NErAte, ll is notpoſſible Obief, 


i os pa Sonny impoſbbili. ma 
«Jifhe) ſhall any thing be im- oy 


0b, Oh but there = an hundred blockes i 10.my 045; 


9, But what isin his way, that makes his Way Av/. 
.thorow the (cas, ſtones, wood; yron,8cc { goc to the Etay 43.16; 


priſon,there.is ab /ocke, aguard: aſſerhat guard, 
there15ablocke,ad 
another, achayne,z 


63h > doare,there i IS 
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his Name. 1S. ur Gol wang. hispower as; oreat as u'ours colle- 


f 
euer,his wiſdomeas deepe as cuer,hispromiles as 1 monte to! 


good, his loue as much to hisas ever, our need as bread. 
much, our intereſt as good, our Sauiour as goed ; Deurt. 


all things ſtand as before : if wee "can vie former Eſay 9.6. 


' meanes, wee ſhall finde former ſucceſſe, and God 


will doe aboundantly aboue all that we can ſpeake 

or thinke ; wee have the: Lords promiſe for this, 

Hpbejen 3.20, DN SA I6, 1 will make darke 
« D 3: light, >; ) 


\.- - 61ddeft thou cuer} 


Plal 139.3 


tixht, and pore e firaight : wee have' had "Our 


'OWN Exf 
| wt Oo avd'this 


thou euer ſpeake torhy eras >> 


anſwered © hitmy heart was 


| bo urn ; for what che 


Prlelt Coltigrment* 


fo nigh er had any ac. 
- tell tice 
diddeſt 


a " her enki did 
anſwer thee with ſome caſe, ſornecom 

Hp bite thy hevrr: wi Wh 
ſomewhat lightened? and jf chou canfi ngrbur ſay 
with Dax, in the fame dayl asked, I was ghus far 
then) 2) ;TH9; z 
doe not fayle ro conclude with. Dami#,* 'T hi 
walke in the midft of troubles, yer (vpon ciayeh) 7 


when prayers were not. fuccefſcfull; 


ſhall bereceined, 7, and God will perfect bis wercies in 


me for eucr, 8, 
Thus weehave diſpatcht fore inedtiri6ns: 


.more wee-have, bat they muſtbe onely named; as 


x, Herod would, -but could not bring forth Petey 
torryall and execution : menbebur mcn,and muft 
docagainft 

h. nor! they,” nor al [the Divels1 in Hell 
can doe. | i#- 
2, The Lord can giue fleepe and' .peace in any 


place, at —_ ,inany &© 


3. Godsbeſt Tenants ac tneliiiers Ard fome- 


times yoaked with vileſt offenders, &c, 


4. Gods beftcreaturesare the Churches ſcr- 
uants : Angels. 

5. Laſlly,the Lord cant quickly ſhake his out of 
their chaynes, rags,feares,fetrers,8&c.Byt what do 
T meane thus to exceed ; Brethren, I would faine 


-Raue you more thirſty of your time 3 doe you not 


Waſte 1 it\( as 'others doe) in idle impertinences, 
much 


Peters Enlargement; _ 
much leſſe in ſurveying Srates and Kingdomes, 
Itisnotforvs to fit vpon Crownes and Thrones, 
andrto turne Stateſmen+ it is for vs tobe thanke- 
full where God bleſſes, and to be Tang [ when 
the Church labours: to this end I haue ſaid thus 


mach; to perſwade you ro the practiſe of what 
you know, now your turne followes, lets ſee 
what will be wy _ well you will 
improue time, in ſpeaking to God 
" ratherthanro,orof 
_ 
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Certaine Queres ahd Caſes tou- 
ching the Theory and Practice 


of PRarvir. 


is plaine Sermon hath 
not been oftner printed, 
than I haue been impor- 
tuned to enlarge it. In. 
treaties have won fo far 
vpon me,asthat I amc6. 
tent to adde two things: 
I, Certaine Queres and 
Al caſesrouehing the Thego- 
| ; © Ty &praQtice of Prayer: 
2, Some ipuitementsand. incouragements to per- 
ſeverance in this duty. In both expe briefeneſſe 
and plaineneſle ; that ſothe Porch may ſuite with 
the Houſe. R109 

QVESTIONS» 


. "The firſt Queſtion then ſhall be, what Pray- 


er is? Vhereunto S-Paxls anſwer is, That it 


isa making knowne gur defires to God, Ph;l.4.6. 
making know ym GoY,: in, 


fs 
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26 Touching the Theory” 
firſt,the will takes fire deſires: 2:the man brings 
937%» 331, and opens theſe.delires ro God; ang the deſice thus 
flaming & Dating PEW CRoferly prayer:this 
la Phi. dcfire 15 expreſſed ſundry wayes, cither by an in- 
ward or outward word,as the Gloſle ſpeales ; fome- 
times the minde ſpeaks inwardly;as in Hanwahand 
Hoſes, and thars (moſtly) the ſtrongeſt voyce of 
all ; ſometimes the rongue vtters what the heart 
indites,P/al, 45. ſometimes ſpeceh failes, a man - 
can bur chaczer, nor ſpeake, with Hezckiah, haply 
not ſo mivch as Pſ.77.yetrhen he ſpeaks moſt (like = 
a bufhog man)whert he ſpeaks leaſt, his eyes, hands, 
face, teares {pcase,cuery inward ſigh,and outward 
me;nber is atongue. Now, the defireyented any 
-— Ooftheſe wayes,isa prayer, if the firſt way, tis cal- 
led amentall prayer ; if theſecond,a vocall ;1fthe 
third,a reall, As for Befarmines intclleQuall prayer | 
in his crofſe-fetſe,we leaue it to himſelfe, e; | 
The ſecondqueſtionis; VWhatbe the kindesof 
Prayer ? Anſw. A man prayescither for himſelfe, . 
or for others :; and when*for himſelte, either for : 
the aucrſion. of enill, or. vbtainement of. good; . . 
that the, call deprecation, this apprecation, as + 
that for others ſupplication : whereto ſome adde + 
thankſgiving, vouching for all, 1 Tim.2.1. Wee - JA 
onely fav three things ; firſt, that howeuer thankſ: 
gluing enuolue deſire of acceptance, yet it isnot | 
ormally prayer. '- Secondly, 'that prayer may 
admir the divifion-given ; but thirdly, whether 
the Apoſtles.wards in the originall, or 'his fcope 
{ perſwading Prayers for ovliers) in that = | 
[a EEE kW 
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« will beare out the diſtinion, Fſuſpend, 


Thethird queſtion: touches vpon .ccrtaine re- 


- quilitesin prayer, whereof ſome are more, {"me 


leſſe intrinſ{ccail.and inward ; as firſt, rouching 
the matter of prayer y whereperſons and things 
cometo be conſidered, For things, we lay downs 
wo things. for haſte ; firſt, that cuery thing will 
no more bcare a prayer, than euery ſtreame will 
a Ship z ſecondly, ttc thing asked muſt firſt bee 
warranted vuder ſome precept or promiſe in ge. 


- nerall,though.not exprefly ; ſecondly, muſt bee 


of ſome importance, cither in it ſelfe, or by cir- 


 cumſtance. A man muſt not ſue for a Licence to 


breake his Soueraignes:Lawes, - nor come to his 
Prince to begge apinne or a. point, Volcfle cir- 


cumſtance make it either duty or necclfity, it is 


not prayer: it is preſumption that we heare from 


fore mouthes, God: ſend I may winne this caſt, 


this game, andthe like. . fe OE NS 
.2» Forperſons, this (hall ſufbee 3 firſt, the per- 
ſonprayed vnto, muſtbe the Lord, Prayer. is an 
homage onely due to him, hee claimes 1t with 0- 
ther his prerogatiues, Pſal,5 1.15, andthe Church 
acknowledges it, Zſal. 65.. 2.4 precept and pro- 
miſewe haue from him for the ſypporting of our 
faith whence prayer muſt flow. 1f any can ſhew 
either from any other, let him make his vic there. 
of, Burt touching this poynt of praying to crea- 
tures,no more but this, firſt, howeuer the do- 
Arine ſeemes at firſt bluſh ro have as much coun. 
tenance frommen as any poynt controuerted and 
| E 2 ___ - waved 
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28  Tonching the Theory 


waued betweene vs and Rome : yet ſecondly, it - 


| hach as little {Few of any footing 'in the Scrip- 


cureas what hath leaſt :: the very truch is, nothing 
is brought but what feemes'ridieulous to ſuch Ie- 
ſuites as are verſed in the Text. For vs, wee are 
caught to giue loweſt homage to higheſt Maie. 
ſtic, and to tender diuine prayers'to none lefſ& 
thin a God.. | 

2, For the party praying, thus-: firſt, every one 
ſhould beacquainted with this duty ; for it- is & 
ſeruice due to the chiefe Logd, from all that hold 
any thing of him: ſecondly, all Gods growne 
children are acquainted with itz for hee hath no 
dumbe children. They all recciue the Spiric of 
rayers, and in their owne language doe call 
im Abba, or Pather, Thirdly, whoſoever will 
pray acceprably and confidently, muſt be quali- 
fied, for perſon and graces. For perſon; hee muſt 
not be a ſinner, 2- in the_trade, ftate, and bon. 
dage of ſinne. God heares none ſuch : hee muſt 
be righteous, vpright, for to ſuch the promiſe is. 
made, F/al. 34-15. | 

2. For Graces; his vaderſtanding ahd affe&ti.. 


ons muſt bee qualified : ' x. in the vnderftanding 


part there muſt be theſe graces ; firſt, knowledge, 
without which,the minde canner bec good, Prov. 
19: Ablinde ſacrifice and Prieſt areabominable 
ro: God : the ignorant worſhips hee knowes not 
what,he cannot worſhip it ſpirit and truth, 194. 4. 
the reaſon is giuenby the Cafiſt ; AﬀeRion de... 
pends vpon the Vnderſtanding. And ifvpon that 
ER 8 To we pan ground 


ww 


1 n TH" or at 5. nl FLO 
* 


and Praftice of Prayer. 29 
ground it beebeſt for a man to. vaderſtand him- 
:ſelfe in his priuate prayers, as ſome Teſuftes 
thinke, why not in publike too, as $, Paul would: 
have it, 
2. Faith, not in; that baſtard ſenſe that ſome 
father vpon vs, who either doe nor, or will nor 
aderſtand vsin the whole doQrine of faith, bur 
aith is requiſite thus farre ; firſt, to belecue that 
our perſons are accepted through Chriſt ; fe. 
condly, that our ſuits are welcome with our per- 
fons, and ſhall be euer rewarded, though not al. 
wayes granted in the kinde. Thns hee that comes. 
to God muſtac twoatts of faith ; he muſt be- 
leene firſt that God is, z. is really the ſame that his 
word reports him, moſt ſtrong, good, true, con- , 
ſtanr,8c. ſecondly, thathe is a rewarder of them ,,, ... 
that come to him, and hath not ſaid in vaine,Secke © 
yee my face; as Eſay ſpeakes, Eſay,45-199 
3. Humility, whereby wee come to feta due 
rate vpon our ſelues and God, and. know the 
right diſtance betwixt himand vs, This humility 
helpes vs to ſee that there is nothing bur empri- 
nefle in vs, and{(fecondly) makes vs willing to ac- 
cept of Gods gifts vpon Gods termes, namely, as 
 Feealmes, The Lord is neere to cuery humbled 
and broken ſpirit, ?/a/.34. toeuery abaſed Publi- Lu.18. 
can, but every proud Phariſce is beheld aloofe, & Luk.r- 
and ſent empty away. 
- Thus for the nedafanding now for the will 
and aftecions, they muft be good alſo, as the im. 
mediate ſprings of ation, The goodneſle of the 
"3s oo E; afte&tion: 
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 affeftion ſtands in three things , firſt, in - the 
firaightneſle andpoſition of ir, that it bee turn 
. the right way, and looke: vpon the right objeR: 
..OUr affe&ions {iand backeward, their backes bee 
vpon God, their faces vpon theereatures, nay, 
. vpon ſinne. V ho ſo will pray to purpoſe, muſt 
have the bent of his heart anecher way, hee muſt 
fay with Danid, 1 will ſet no wickedthing before 
minecyes, Pſal.101. and againe, If I regard (or 
looke towards) iniquity, - God will not heare my 
prayers, Pſal. 66. 18. All thoughts, deſires and 
purpoſes of ſinne, muſt fall,if the heart ſhall ſtand 
in prayer, and the whole {oule and man turned to 
tie Lord, | 
2. Thegoodneſle of the affetionftands inthe 
Bom ſub re. QUAlity of it, that 1t de ſincere, that 1s,that we de- ' 
geze bezi, fire goodneſſe for gr0dnefic lake, grace becauſe it 
is grace, whereby wc hall be enavled ro glorifie 
God. He thacharh ecuth in the inward parts,hath 
the promiſe on his ſicie, Pſa. 145.18. - AB. 
Pp 3. Thethicd thing to be reſpected in the afle &i- 
_ on, isirs tuft quantity,which we call zeale, This in 
ſome «ue proporticn as required in prayer : for no 
ſacrifice is welcome to God without ſome fire, » 
ſome warmth. Dead prayers beas difiaſtcfull- to / \ 
. God, asdead drinkes beto:vs : the prayer that is a« 
vaileable, muſt have ſome ſpiric and feruvur in it, 
lam, This for the mat-er, | | 
2. Touching the meanes in which our prayers 
muſt be tendered; and here we- muſt know, that 
the Father will be honoured in the Sonne, whom 
E hee 


and Prafiice of Prayer. IS 

he hath made the fole Mediator" betwixt heauen - 
and carth, And howſocuer to others there beLords - 
and Mediators many, yet to the Church, there is - 
but one Soune, one Name, one Altar, onehigh 
Prieſt,in whoſe hand alone they ofter vp all. If any 
other be deputed as Maſter of reque{ts vader him, 
ler vs ſeehis patent, and it ſuffices. EY 

- 3. Touching the end of praying: firit, it isnot 
. to acquaint God with any, thing hidden, or to © 
minde him'of anything forgotten, or to moue 
him to any mercy wheretokee is backward (as if 
we could preuenthim,and be morc delirous of the - 
exeatures good then he-is; ) bur it is 1, principally- 
to acknowledge our dependancy & his ſoueraign-- 
ty, and ſecondarily ro make.way tor a thanketulll - 
and holy vie of mercies receiued, 

Thus for matters more cfſentiall to prayer z 
now for others more circumftantiail ,, a-word -1s 
ſuffcieur,. _ WY 

Lueſt,4. Firſt for time : 1,we are not tyed toall, . 
toany ſettime inpriuate praycr ( of whici wee - 
ſpeake; ) firſt the duty is- athrmariue, therefore 
biades but to the ſeaſon :. ſecond:y, orher duties Not ad ſenper ® 
are alſo required, and muſt have their turne : 

' 2.-times of prayer are 1, Occafionail,which come 

net vnder rule, 2, Ordinary. Here 1, our Saufour 

preſumes daily prayer,as my be gathered. Afat.6. 

2. The ſtatute 1n [ſcael, required, im the name 

of the whole Church, Morning. and Evening 

praycrand ſacrifice, 3. Emincat men (eſpecially ,,, , .. 

18. diftrefied thucs) preiented themiclucs thrice 
LBOIEY  LECINY ISIEWED'S Hr 6 
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Pſa).55, 


Ca? I, 


32 Touching the Theory — 
a day beforethe Lord, And this is all thar's ſaid 


208 


tor time. As for (Pray contranally) the Euchites 
might as well conclude continuall feeding at 
Danids table, as vnceſſant praying thence, v. 
2 Sam.9-10. 

2. For place : firſt, all places arewarranted for 
prioms deuorions, 10h.4.21, 1 Tim,2.8, ſecond- 

, the fitteſt is, that which is 1. freeſt from diftra- 
Etion, 2.fartheſi from ſuſpition and appearance of 
hypocriſte. 

3. For geſture, the rules are alfo two : firft,all 
are ſanRified, and in caſe may be vſcd : ſecondly, 
that's the fitteſt that beſt 1, ſires affeftion, 2.,cx- 


| prefles reverence. | 


4. For order : firſt, wearenot tyed to any ſer 
courſe er forme; therefore (2) a man may begi 


with Confeſſion, Thankſgiuing,Petition,as he ſees ; 


cauſe. 2, hee may vſe,or not vic a ſetforme'for his 


owne patticular, varying there onely where his 


caſe varies, though inpublique apreſcribed forme 
bemoſt convenient and agreeable to antiquity, 
Thus forthe Doftrinall part of Prayer. Now a 
word or twoto ſome caſes reſpetting practice. 

And firſt, 'tis demanded how a man is tocon- 
ceiue of God in Prayer, fince the more wee thinke 

of his efſence,weloſe our ſelues? | 
Anſwer 1. Ther's nedire& beholding of God 

in his mfigitacfle, * | 
2, Wemuſtrefle& vponhim,7r, as he is prefen- 
ted in Chriſt, 2.as he is deſcribed in the Word, See 
him with our cares in bys Atribures, as hes __ 
te 


P 
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: ted co be ſtrong , mercifull ,'gracious', and fo for- 
ward,as it followes in'his tile and title, Zx. 34. 

3. Laſtly, take him atthe rebound in the crea- 

tures; in them there's ſome mercy, in him more: 
as Chriſt teacheth vs in ſome parables to inferre, 

2uc#.2.'HowſhalIdoe to confine my thoughts, 

and-to keepe them to the point in hand whilt1 


_ampraying? - 


df. 1.Bewaile the loofeneſle of thy nature and 
pray with Dazid,0 Lord wnite my beart to thee, 

2- Raine. in thy thoughtat other , atall times : 
for when they haue got a courſe and cuſtome of 
raining , they will not bee called-inat an houres 
warning, | 
- 3 Set thy minde and —_— vpen heauen- 
ly things, which arc able to ſariſhe them , elſe like 

the Bee they'l flye from place to place , becauſe 


earthly things doe not ſatisfie them. 


4+ GiueGodthe heart', and the willcommands 
the thoughtss. Men in loue cannot pur off the 
thoughts of their friend , though: they- would, 
Loue more, and thou wilt thinke better. | 
. 3. But how if I cannot come to God in 
faith, as toa father z the prayer of vnbelcefe is a- 
bominable. | | | 
Anſ. 1, There's often faith when ther's little 
or no feeling : Faith may workedireQtly , though 
without reflex from Chriſt to thee, 
2 Vnubeleeſciseyther oppaſed;felt, bewailed, 
or not : vnbeleefe bewailed and reſified ſhall ne- 
ver hurt vs, and may concurre with any” the 
| .F ame 
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2%. Tanching the Theory” - 
ſame ſubieQ,as Mark.9.24. apes | 

Laſtly, S.lames cap, 6..ſpeakes not ofa partial 
and particular vnbeleefe in the ſubie, but of an - 
vniuerſall and totall infidelity 1n 'reſpe& of tte 
obied. | | | | 

ueſt. 4. But what it my heartbefull of wrath, . 
and (well againſt my brother when I ſhould pray ? 

Anſ. 1. Lay downeall thoughts of reuenge, . if 
wronged.! | | 

2-. Take vp areſolution of peaccablcneſke and 
ſatisfa&tion, ifthou ſhalt be found faulty, 

3, Pray for the'party. ;/ and whenthou canſt 


finde reaſons why. God ſhould loue him, thou - 


wilt ſee cauſe why thou ſhouldſt pitty him.Prayer 
will calmeand ſweeten the affeQ1ons: There'sno - 
danger of abloudy Seu/;if once he fall ro praying; 
as.God tels one, A#.g. OTE. 
.2zeſt. 5 .Bur whatif a man be ſodumb and/bar- 
ren, that hee can ſay nothing when: hee: ſhould 
ra > \ | Jo.; kg 6 ; 
{ Hof 1. Lethim enquireintothe cauſe hereof: + 
Sometimes Cumbneſle comes from the abundanc 
preſſures and amazements of the ſoule, when that 
 (being- ouerwhelmed, as. David often ſpeakes 
Pſal. 142,143+) cad findeno vent ; In this caſe if 
a man doe but reiterate the. ſame petition with 
our bleſſed Sauiour, or doe butcharter with He- 
zekiah, nay, ſuppoſe hee cannot fpeake ar all, as 
Pſal.77. yet: hee sto ſtay himſelfe in theſe inſtan. 
ces, and Gods gracious promiſes, who hath eyes 
to (ce petitioners, .as well as cares.to heare —_ 
vw ef 


Pn 0 - w 


dP raftife of Prayer. 35 


who heares our ſighings and breathings, and Eyeopen,a: 
knowes the meaning of ynuctered groanes, Roms 8, Vellas care, | 
and will pitty ſpeechleſſe Prayers, as-we doe mai- uu 7 15 
med men, whoſe tongues are cut out, . V.Pſa.103.20 


- But if this: ſilence and barrenneſle: come from 35% - 


. coldnefſe and vngraciouſbeſſe, then hemuſt runne 
another (and that's this) courſe : firſt hee muſt 
bewayle itin the cauſe : ſecondly, he muſt breake 
thorough it by aſcrious vic of the meanes; thar 
is, hee muſt firſt try another way. - if thou finde 
- nothing wanting, and ſeeſt no need of God or of 
prayer, and therefore canſt nor fall ro begging, 
yet ſce matter of confefhion. and of thankeſ-gi. 
uing ;. bleſſe God for what thou haſt received al- 
ready, confeſſe. thy. coldnefſe and preſent dead- 
neſle, and fo by ſflirring thou ſhalt gather ſome 
warmth : 2, if this ſerue not, - conſult ſome friend, 
fetch ſome quicknance thence, as Iron brightens 
and ſharpens Iren. Thirdly, if this worke nor, 
| berake thy ſelfe ro phylicke ; there's (as for the 
body, ſo) for the ſoule both food and phyſicke. 
Tn ordinary times, an ordinary dyer will prejerue 
- theſoule, bur in caſe of ſicknefſe (whereof lazines 
and liftlefſeneſſe is fill a fore-runner) meancs 
more than ordinary muſt bee vſed - thou muſt 
pray, faſt, cxy.inamore than worted . manner, 
ow ſome .great deſertion or temptation is at 
2xeft. 6. But how ſhall know that my prayers 
.are heard? 
fofw. Firſt, looke to Gods word; and if thou 
” 4 St .baſt 
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' haſt a promiſe of hearing , thou arr heard : and 
this is 1ndeed faith, To fee Gods anſwere iti my 
hand, and to my ſenſe, is feeling, not faith : to 
reade mine anſwere in the Promiſe,and to reioyce | 

4:P/21.56.10 in that, and be thankefull for that with the.Saints, 

F72 ©0020» yithour fedling;js true faith, C435 DHHS. 

' Rab,z,1748, 2 Looketo Gods workes; ſee- how: the proui.- 
dence workes -vpon thy prayer :ſomecimes God 

anſwers thee in the very kinde, giues the thing . 
inftanced : ſometimes- hee anſwers thee with 

7/«1;33- firength in thy ſoule, as Dauid ſpeakes ; thou haſt 
ſtrength to waite , ſtrength to hang on, and to 
' come againe. Know this for thy comfort, euery 
ſecond prayer for grace}, is an anſwere tothe firſt, 
every third to the ſecond.,and ſo forward. 
veſt.7. But it may be God heares me for ſome 
friends ſake , whoſe prayers are mingled with 
mine,how ſhall I know that God hath heard me? 
Anſw.1.Prayers begg'd and borrowed are thine 
and conſent. _ | 
2 If thou hadfſt a part in theworke, take thy 
ſharealſoin the wages and comfort. | 
3 Thoſe prayers that-makethee'more humble; 
more thankefull for bleſſings teceited, and mare 
 carefull ro glorifie God with his gifts, are thine ; 
the anſwere 15 to thee, if the fruiteand vſe of the 
blefling received beto God,” - 
2weſt.8. But ſith wicked men and hypocrites 
have now taken vp a courſe of prayer , and bree- 
- ding and cuſtome hath wrought a kinde of con- 
{cience M theni of this-dutie., how ſhall a man 
DEEDS, ___diſcerne. 


' and Prafiice of Prayer, 77; 
diſcerne betwcene the prayers of the vpright and 
thebypocrite? - 45 3; 257 $6 225: nt | | 
 .| Anſw-> The: maine difference is 'to-bee fetchr a 

fromrtheir perſons & proies inthe duty:butthar 

I beenot' tedious, compare what Pa»/(aith Chri-  * 
ſtians ſhould doe, and'whatiexperience ſaith they 

viſually doe, and the difference will- ſoone bec 

ſcene. Eph;6.18. wee finde'coucht many* requi- 
fires in prayer”, which the truely -godly obſerucs, 

thetalſe hearted Gd the Age 456. Epb.6.18.n;- 

1 - Praying (fai Rle;) Here is onedif- g37 
Fn ge, + > man lufts , wiſhes, as the childe "© 
doth ( Would Lhad ſuch athing ) bur he prayes 
not, 

2 Agodly man varies his petitionsaccording 
to his needs and occafions; another hath but one 
ſalue for euery ſore, aPater noſter, a Credo,efc. 

3 The vpright holds a courſe inall times and 
changes zthe hypocrite will notcall vpon God at 
allrimes, 1b 27.10. | 

- 4. The vprightprayes( ihe ſpirit ) , hig Peti- 
tions are the 1ſſhes of his owne ſpirit,and of Gods | 
ſpirit : the Hypocrite, as hee is deftirute of this, 
ſothar is dead within him ;his prayers come bur 
from his lips , or his braines , there is no ſpirit in - 
them, | 

5 The'wvpright ioynes ( watchfulneſſe ) with' 
prayer; before -hand , hee watches himſelfe, leſt 
his heart ſhould not bee'ina praying caſe when - 
his houre come - In prayer he obferues himſelfe, 
leſt hee fliror flag , end or begin, before hee is a- 

35795 F.3- | ware; > 


— 


38 Touching the Theory 
warce 3 after prayer, he watches where his arrow 
Speechesis lights, that ſo hee may finde iragaine, or ſhoore 
now offs. another the ſame way. Not ſo..the wicked, he 
lemnepra)ts leapes from cups,oathes,8c, toprayer z hoe can 
cacultions. doe two or three things at Once in prayer, waſh 
| and pray, button and: truſſe him, &c..and-pray 
the whule, &c.. TEE b: ils: 
-6. .The vpright holds out in prayer, .and will 
not bee beaten off from God to ſinfull meanes ; 
...., thewicked like a falſe jade will trampleafter a 
*X94133+ pull or two, and fay with him, Ic.is in yayne to 
wayt 700 God any longer. | 
7 Thevprighr prayes for others (and thoſe 
Saints;) the Hypocriteis for himſelfe, wife, chil« 
dren, friends, not for: Saints, at leaſt nor for all , 
certainely not for. Pauls(as it followes verſe 19.)Jor 
1f, yer not that the word may grow : ſinfull mens VN | - 
prayers vſually begin and end in themſelues, at = 2 
leaſt end innaturall things and friends, gs thems 
ſelues are naturall,&c, | 
2»cſt. 9. But many.being wonted from infan- 
cy to pray, cannot be quiet till they haue prayed ; 
how ſhall I know that | pray of conſcience, not of 
cuſtome becapſe God bids mee, and not my pa- 
rents onely ? | 
Anſw.1. 1f thou praycft vpon inward motiues, 
and from principles of thine owne, becauſe thou 
fecleſt an Amen. want of grace, and need of pray- 
er, a decay of vigour, 8c, VVhen thou waſt a 
childe, thou didfi eate, becauſe thy mother pur 
the ſpo-6<1 ſometimes to thy mouth when thine 
—— __w 


o 
Goa oo we - 


and Prablife of Prayer. i9 


appetite was notgreat, but now thou” cateſt to'- 


live, andprayeftto live, &c. 


2. If thou judge thy ſelf for minher as well as 
matter: Hee that' prayes but of faſhion, and for 


others ſakes, cares nor, ſothe thing be done, how 
irbe done z' but hee tharprayes for himlſelte, for 
life, for prayer ſake,” and doth rhe-worke out of 
conſcience, is carefull not onely to- pray, bur to 
pray well, and_iudges himſclfe as well for his 
deadneſle, ard fleepineſſe, anddiftrattion,8&c, in 
prayer,” as'for 'his negle@ of it altogether, &c, 
Thus farre wee have anſwered fome queſtions. 
Now wee paſſe to ſome motives vnto prayer, 


whether for our ſelues or others: And here wee . 


will content our felues with two onely ; x. confi. 


der how needfull the'practice is: 2. how hopefult 


the-ſucceſle.” 


1 For the fitſt, this we know in generall, that r, Motiuesto * 


in the creature nothing is'to bee found but empti- Prayers 


nefleand beggery. | 
2-:That in Chriftarehid all treaſures of wiſe- 
domeand comfort. 


3 That wee haue none other meane of 'win-. 
ning ought from Chriſt, but prayer : ifwetruſt to 
power, he will outmatch vs ; if to wit, hee will. 
ontreach vs : the prayer onely of faith ouercomes 


him, 
2 For-our ſelues in particular.' Our need of 


prayer will appeare, it wee 1, compare our ſelucs' - 
with our betters : good David, great Par/, (that 
wall ofthe Church, ashee iscalled) found: their” 


40. Touching the Theory. 
_Chry{de eren- wne and others too, few cnow ;and ifthey nee- 
oem x Jed Prayers,doe not wee :2, | If wee confiderthe 
parr,yerChri- ſtate of the world as now it (tands..1 the greateſ} 
ſtian,of thole Garr of the Gentiles lie ip darkeneſſe , vnder Sa- 
went, than,andyetour fleth, 2 Wee are debtors tothe 
P '  lIewes, who are yet, vader; the vaile, 3. In the 
h, { _. Church, our brethren; abroad lie vader great ei- 
ther coldeneſle or ignorance, oc perſecution. Laft. 
ly , our ſelues at home need prayers not a few, 
For firſt the number of ſwearers,, curſers,. prouo.. 
, kers farre. exceed rhe mourners and prayers; ſo 
q farre , that for one prayer , you hauca.zo000, of 
oathes, ſinnes, &c, 2, Our meanes and mercies 
doe infinitely aggrauate our. ſinnes. 3. Many that 
thinkethey pray, ſend {weeteand-bitterout of the 
[- ſame mouth, at leaſt curſe with their hands whilft 
they bleſſe with their mouthes, 4, Our daycs of 
peace haue becne many z wee are reſerued to the 
laſt place, and all the world lookes what will be- 
come of vs, 5. Gods former ſtroakes haue nor 
wrought any kinde, either reformationor humi. 
liation. 6, Wee haue beene long ina declenfion 
and conſumption. Laſtly,and in aword, wee and 
our friends abroad and at home. are 
with ſinnes ſo prouoking , with- enemies ſo many 
and fo mightie, that wee muſt make our way tho- 
row all by prayer , orelſe we fall , The tongue of 
man cannot demonſtrate how. wee ſhould long 
ſubſ{iſt and ſupport our ſelues , vnder our prefſing 
cuils, vnleſſe wee call in mercy and helpe from 
Heaven; The concluſion therefore is ___ thar 
now 


and Prufiicc of Prayer. 4x: 
know whartheir 'incereſt is in God, and whatthe 
power of | Prayer,is toaddrefſe themſelues to this 


Now left. any mans faith ſhould flagge, in re- 
ard of his owne defeQs, and our great: proucca. 
rions, let vs take into.our conſideration the ſecond 
moruc; and bethinke our felues of ſome cncous 
rapements vnto prayer, whether alone or/in com- 
pany, bur eſpecrallyin ioynt prayer, where wee 
coneurre in petitions,thouglnot inplace. 

- Thee cencouragetticnts areminy; I name now 
theſe following +" PDAs 2 


'x Conlider what God is with whom we deale , Encourages * 


by nature; poodneſſe it ſelfe ; and the: nature 
of goodnefſe is to communicate it ſelfe, This in- 
 coufaged Beuhadad, a8s'wee hane heard, that the 
Kings of 1{raetare merciful {If a kinde man be 
eaſily -perſwaded, 'a metcifull mat ſoone- entrea- 
red; whar'is kinqneſſe and mmerey it ſelfe > Ged 
takes more delight in doing god, that wee can 
If teeeivitng, therefore wittiont cnrevary he doth 
much, much more,&e. Indeed prayer is bur a 
part of our homage, enda meaneto fit vs for re... 
—_———— merey ifito God;,norfters - 
merey 


hin. We catinot fore our ſlues fo well, ..:- - 


ſo much as God doth; 2. As he is willing, fo able ' 

tohelpe, wthone coſt, ftudy, labour : he isablero 
doe'tnore, farre more than weedn feake or think ; 
Mech leſſe wee catrmot ooneeiut or-ſay what hee is 
ableand willing to doe. Ko re E020 TV T2107 
_ 2:Confiderwhatour relations to hity :' x, hee 


15; » 


F - Touthing the Thioxy: 
45 Our Father : the law of 'manor nature doth-nar: 
mecrely-caſt ys vpon. him ,buthee of his owne: 
will vader:akes,vs, bids ys call him Farher, de» 
pend vpon him for all negeſſaries., 'and expect 
them from him; and will hee then faile vs 2, Hee. 
that came to his: brother;fos. three loaves; came 
out of iezſon,to apoore man;to-his trouble, who. - 
was but his neighbour, no kinſman, yet he:ſpeeds; 
She that came rothe Judge , came toaTudge ,nor 
a Father,a cruell man, ſcarce a man,notioa God z 
came againſt avothers,; not:meerely-for.ner felfe, 
yet ſhee ſpeeds ; and ſhall not wee with a Father ? 
3 ' Confider how. hee hath, engaged-himſelfe 
tavs; 1if wee pray, he is tyed to aniwere z4f wee 
hold our bargaige and ſceke, hee cannot goe back, 
gor denic himſelfe znay liee hath yndertaken..co 
' $i1mperator give his Spirit z 'to give vs-@ Prieſt; 'Chriſt-to 
diceretpere teach vs to how to pay , toanſwere vs.whilft wee 
Seton Pray : all zhjs vodes his-hand 5 and is notthis.a 
Pfu, 34- 421rc vi , cMEnt 2 Ns f1t 31 z1 9D $171 f 
/: 4 Conſider, what; meanes-and friends wee 
hauero him, cuen all whom hee reſpe&s ; Chriſt 
mylticall js but obe body ,.and makes but one 
Mileints 29903 what one: Chriſtian, warraruably -askes, 
eentibs vs AlL Gin genetal)) aske, Allthe Chriſtians in France, 
».Aug.in Pſa. Spaine , antall in all the Shires of:England , meer 
10147,7- together one ſpirit beforethe Lord zn heauen, 8: 
ioyn inthe ſame ſuits:yea the Lord hath ſo caught 
them t9;pray',:that no ape -membee;., or matter 
that will bears a prayer 1s excluded, Now ifalt 
_ Gods ſubieQs, nay chuldren ioynejn one, = 
T t 


» 
Ae nertIn=© 


; as 


and Pratliſe 
thiey:not ſpeed-?-efpeciallyabiwere dboke to the 
awd 2-1z/God hath made higpandughÞrieft for 
vs:225 ſaid that fin him beewilbee wett:pleaſed, 
tokt ysthat-whatſocuce wee aske in ns natnewee = 
{baibbaucic' heath. prayed fort vs; hobathmade 
efitcanco. knd:ackefle >Ep/kſe 4412 cw made vs 
acceptable: 4 .dil:this is zat ifhed/by promiſe and 
oath, that by.ewo. immutable'things'wee thould 
haue ftrongcanfalation in:repairingtoGod.; and 
{hall-nottallrhis'worke comfgrr »:efpecially'fitt 
he ever liuesto make intercefliion;Suppote Chriſt 
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were-now in perſon with-ys at prayer ; would wee au, in pisl. * 


doubt to-ſpeed 2 He ever liucs, 8c;-and his pray» 55: 
erslive,and his blood lices; &c.Heb,7,25%') © 
\ 5,- Conſider what prayer is to God: heloues ir; - 
and loue is bountitull ; tis his delight,'tis incenſe: 
he ſo loues it;thar he loves the ſhadow and picture 
of it . Whenbeaſts cty hee.heares them when * 
children as 1/hmael;he heares them; whey ſirmefyll 
men , as Rehoboam ( Pſal, 107. ) hee heares them: 
ſoloves it that hee beggs it; Cant. 2, and with 
Mofes, Let me aione;'& 1acob, Let mego: fo loves 
them that he wouli not heuea prayerlottor ſpile; * 
ler. 14 Pray 'not: forthe: people , _ I will net heave, 
God would no waſte of prayer : when *twill not 
take, hewil{ſhuc vp-the mouth, Pray not: when 
he faith Pray;'twil be to purpoſe, Now that which 
is ſo pleaſing to him, will beproficableto vs. 
6, Conſider former expericnce:: did wee ever 
' pray-but wee were the better for it ? did wee ever 
10yne in publike prayers but wee found them fuer 
2) - G-s-- ceſſefull 
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cefleſull21n Eighne/ Eighe chereiwere folemne 

prayers,they tookey in the time of Peſitlence pub. 
like prayers; they teoke ; againk the: Parliament, 
when the: gun-powder' treaſon was” diſcouered , 
Gad ſtirred vp divers to-pray much, 'twas ſuccef- 
full; inthe wer haxueſt wee fought cheLord,ithe 
ſun brakeour ; inthe great drought men ſought a- 
gainc,and-tped againe z in ourthen Noble Princes 
voyage, men. ſent their prayers after /him , and 
ferchrhim home againe. And what we:ſay of our 
ſelues, may we not 'of a thouſand more recorded 
in the "_ wW "EE Church that 
ener ioyned, but they | 

7 Cnr Rea perſons haue fped and beene 
heard heretofore , our ſelues (and others like our 
ſelues « E/iah was a man ſubic to like paſſions, 
&c. eMaznaſſe was a ſinfull man before , when hee 
prayed he was heard, © 19»ab a paſhonate man,who 
by his owne folly and fine had drawne troubles 
on hiraſelfe , yethe prayes and is heard . Hagara 
poore woman of no great parents, knowledge , 
praycs and ſhee is heard.- And thus God is rich te 
all that callvpon him, Raw.10,- 

8 Confider for what perſons they haue becne 
heard . _4pros prayed for a (infull peoply , God 
heard him. Eliiah for a finfull Kingdome ina 
wicked age;, God heard him: Moſes for a rebel- 
lious generation , God heard him .* Abraham for 
Sodome,, if ten righteous, &c . If one thall bee 
heard for a thouſand of rebels , may not a thou. 
ſand of children be heard for one ſervant ? 

| 8 0 -. 9 Conſt- 


- und Prafflict of Prayer. 73 
'9. Conſider what prayers haue beenc heard. 


Jonah ſcarce viters a petitionatiall;but mones, yer p/1;7, 


hee is heard. Hezetiab:chitrers, Danid cannot 
ſpeake, yet heard. Short prayers, confuſed pray- 
 ers,droken &c.{ighs, grones, allare currant. 

-- jo Confider-in- wtiar' caſes they have beene 
heard :'in cafes defperate; 1. for the thing , when 
inappearance 'twas-impoſhble te bee holpen. Sb 
Job , a man would have thought that his eſtate, 
firength, had beene icrecouerable ; when they fall 
to ſacrificing, all is healed. So Perer , As 12, So 
Eliiah and others ſeeme to found their praters vp- 
on impoſibilities, yer ſpeede, So the armie thar 
was thundering in the ſterie-of the Church. 
2. For time :Prayerharhholpen when helpe ſee. 
medto be paſt. Aman would have chought that 
it had beene too are for them ( EFher 3.) to pray, 
. when the decree was paſt: toolate for Hezekich 
to pray', when ſentence/was given: too late for 
Daxicl, when his death was fealed , when execu- 
tion was done, and hee in the Den : for 1074h, 
when ſwallowed : for the Children , when in the 
Furnace: but w«/lum occnrrit Regi tempus , wee 
may haucacceſle when wewill, day or night, &c: 
he is tyed to no time z'tis never too late to pray 
whilſt hee ſaics pray . If now your hearts bepre- 
pared, he will bow his care, ?ſal, 10, O butour ' 
{inges hinder! Pray againſt them, O but weare 


not ſure to Garry particular ſuites ! We are fure to gg; v.27 
have them orbetter . A Father will not givchis 6:k- wen are 
childea ſtone when hee askes bread, but hee will pi 


g1uc 


46* Touchiti the Theory. 
give him bread .ifhe aske a ſane 510. 0005s} Wee: * 
are ſurce-agame, that prayer bait: dorwg prod! 
what good ?-Sce 106-2227. Firſt, chowtſhaithane 
hearing(come when thou wilt: .) thisis'marerthan - 
Princes. will or. cqn yeeld ; Secondly, :thoudhate 
hauc matter ofthankſ-giuing ,iperd fowall ;thar 
thou ſhalc bleſſe God for praying, - Thirdly, thou - 
ſhalt eſtabiiſh purpoſes, which wil neverelte hold; 
as here ,, Fourthly., thou ſhalt finde comfort, . 
frength in thy heart,as Dazid faith, thou ſhalt ſew —  _ 
Gods fauour and face in ioy,, Job 33. 26, Fittly; . 
thou ſhalt haue boldneſle and confidence for the 
fatuce, Sixtly , thou ſhalt dcliuer the land , doe 
--+rcemner;. Dy {elfe and orhers;good3good-in fouls as well 
tiam tnam. As body ; Iames 5., Now then what: tacke you > | 
Aug,io pſal, -what would you have 2 VVould you haue corrup- 
Oy” tions abated ? pray againft them : graces encrea- Wo. 
ſed? pray for them: the afflicted Churches'com: 
fortgd ? pray , &c- the King bleſſed infoule; go. 
uernement, marriage, poſteritic,&c, Otalkeleſſe, . 
pray more. Andit the-tooles be blunt , you are 
not fo ſtript of.weapons but you haue each his 
file athis owne hauſe, ſharpenthemin priuateby 
priuate faſtings and humiliations', You haue 
meanes if hearts: if you will loſe all comfort for 
want of asking., you-are acceffary to:your owne 
vadoing.. | | | 
0b. But God hath histimesof trying his peo- 
ple,and will deliver them vp to ox np} wan 
tions,8&c, If God ſopurpoſe at any time, prayer 
cannot hinder, -, ny 568 


Sof..-. 


+ and Pratliſe of Prayer. 47 
' Sol, Hath God ſuch times? Firſt, prayer is 
- needfuilrhat wee may bee fitted , Secondly, ſuch 
- times ſeldome come till there come firſt a cooling 
and declining. So 'twas with vs,as Ridley and Brad- 
_ fordcomplaine : So inthe Primitive Church. See 
what is ſaid by Euſebine.l,8,c.r. 
But I run too farre : the Concluſion ſhalbethis. 
Reader , thou ſeeſt whar's to bee firſt knowne, ſe- 
. condly to be done in this errand of prayer. Thou 
; canſt not bur ſce great needof praying , nor mailſt 
5 thou deny great hope of ipecd in cate thou wilr 
| buckle to the worke. : Now 1f thou be a man ( not 
a picture and a ſhadow)doe not triflle and tattle as 
ſhifters doe, O that wee mought baue publique 
faſts, publique meetings , publique reformations, 
&e. but getthee into thy clofler , and begin thine 
owne reformation as ſoone as thou wilt, pray and 
faft as long asthou wilt, ſo long as thou oyleſt by L 
. Gods Compaſle and Rule. 


FINIS. 
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